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ITHE SOUL AWAKENS

WYLIE EAST VARSITY TENOR-BASS CHORUS |
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RAIDER NATION

WYLIE EASsT HS ADMINISTRATION

Tittany Doolan, Principal

Karrie George, Associate Principal

Diana Caldwell, Assistant Principal

Kris Cravens, Assistant Principal

Kelly Foster, Assistant Principal
Michelle Lindsay, Assistant Principal

Zachary Neu, Assistant Principal

Mand Coers, Natalie Nuss, Emily Ragsdale, Jetf Hattaway, Niki Davis,

]ess1ca Taylor, Amberly Brown, Jenniter Caban- Hernandez, Counselors

WYLIE EAsT HS FINE ARTS FACULTY

Atlanta Tigert, Angela Gilpin, Jennifer Thompson, Tina Higa| Art

Greg Hayes, Matt Edwards, Molly Leonard, Nick Giuliano | Band
| Stephanie Jackson & Abby Hardage | Dance
Samantha Mﬂler Donella D1Pasquale, Ch1p Morris | Theatre




Dr, David Vinson, Ph.D. Tiffany 5. Doolan
Superintendent, Wylie ISD Principal, Wylie East High School

Dear IMC Consortium, Concertgoers, and Supporters of Tenor-Bass Choirs,

| am writing to express my genuine excitement and anticipation for tonight’s performance
of the Wylie East High School Varsity Tenor-Bass Chorus. Under the exceptional direction
of Dr. Nathan Dame and Andrew Carr, our students have been diligently preparing for this
magical showcase of talent, and we are honored to have this one of a kind opportunity to
share their musical artistry with you.

The dedication and hard work of our students, coupled with the guidance and expertise
of their directors, have culminated in a performance that we believe will be a true
testament 1o the power of musical education. We are proud to have the opportunity to
contribute to the rich collection of talent.

As we look forward to this performance, we recognize and appreciate the effort and
commitment invested by the IMC Executive Board in creating a platform that celebrates
and nurtures musical excellence, The collaborative spirit and shared passion for the arts
fostered by events like these are a source of inspiration for our students, motivating them
to reach new heights in thelr musical journay.

| extend our deepest gratitude for providing this invaluable opportunity to showcase the
talents of the Wylie East High School Varsity Tenor-Bass Chorus. Thank you for your
ongoing dedication to advancing music education, and we look fornward to a memaorable
and inspiring event.

Lo
incerely,

Wylie East High School, Wylie ISD
Principal




The Wylie Independent School District is exceptionally proud that the IMC: Tenor-Bass Choral
Consortium selected the Wylie East High School Varsity Tenor-Bass Chorus to perform at its national
conference. The dedication to excellence demonstrated by the Wylie East choir represants aur school
district in a truly honorable fashion and exemplifies Wylie 150% most important goal = student success.
This performance marks the second consecutive year for this ensemble to be featured in a convention
performance, singing last year at the Southwestern American Choral Directors Association Cenvention in

Denver.

The inwvitation to perform at this event represents the high level of commitment shown by the directors
and students at Wylie East High Schoal, not cnly in the ensemble performing for you today, but across
the entire choral program. A special word of thanks to the conductors of the Varsity Tenor-Bass Chorus,
Dr. Mathan Dame and Andrew Carr as well as associate directors Ashley Dame and Chloe Spellmann.
Their hard work and dedication in leading and educating these talented young musicians help make
Wylie East High School and WI5D exceptional. They dedicate themselves to nurturing strong moral
character, leadership skills, and a love and appreciation for music in the students they teach.

It is important to acknowledge the team of people who have contributed to the success of this
outstanding choral program. | gratefully recognize the support of these students’ parents and other
family members, their private vocal instructors, the incredibly supportive administrative team at Wylie
East High School, the Central Administration Staff, and one of the strongest advocates of the fine arts
programs in Wylie 15D, Superintendent, Dr. David Vinson.

The students in the Wylie East Tenor-Bass Chorus and their directors have worked extremely hard to
prepare for today's performance. | would like to note that the level of performance you hear today is
very similar to what you would hear at any concert presented by this choir throughout the school year.
The administration, staff and teachers of Wylie 15D are very proud of these students for their continuing

SUCCESS,
Thank you for attending tonight's concert and for your support of these wonderful and talented

students. | know you will enjoy what you hear! | wish each of you a great conference experience this
wegk,

Sincerely,

Glenn Lambert
Executive Director of Fine Arts
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THE SOUL AWAKENS
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_“The Unknown Reg1on explores the i ]ourney of the soul into the mysterious afterlife. It begins with a reflection on ]udgment as s the s1ngers set the scene |
with a chant -like melody and whrsperrng sounds layered over the haunting foundatron Here, the soul faces ultimate reckonrng, followed by an eerie
_journey into an unknown land—one without path, guide, or familiar touch. This space represents the vast uncertarnty of what lies beyond hfe, a place
untouched by human senses or understandmg Amidst the uncertarnty, the piece culminates in a plea for divine mercy, askrng for rest and peace froma
compassronate Lord The song inyites hsteners to reﬂect on the soul’s ]ourney, from fear and judgment to the hope for comfort in the face of the unknown

"-.

Santa Barbara Musrc Pubhshrng, Pubhsher ID SBMPI 162
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In this program, we explore the awakenrng of the soul through sacred moments of reflection, renewal, and transformat1on Locus Iste” beautrfully

encapsulates the theme with its Latin text, "This place was made by God, it is a prrceless sacrament and is without reproach." SR declaration speaks to the
| sacredness of space and exper1ence, where the soul 1s awakened to a deeper connection with the divine. Just as a sacred space holds transformative: power, so
too does the soul find awakenrng in moments of profound realization and renewal. The purity and reverence in in the piece reminds us that the soul’s
' awakenrng is a sacred invaluable journey—one that transcends the ordrnary and brlngs us closer to a hrgher purpose

~ Pavane Publishing, Pubhsher D: 00291952 | UIL PML Grade V
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: - S ' Nolan Nash, Guitar - ' : '

In "The Rlver 4 the ]ourney of the soul 1S symbohzed by the flowing, ever- chang1ng current of life. The song tells of growth from boyhood to manhood

and the lessons learned along the way. The river's depths and shallows reflect the soul's journey through hardsh1p and joy, each step contrrbutmg to its

o awakemng The call for sp1r1tua} renewal bapt1ze me once again in river water,  captures the soul's yearning for pur1ﬁcatron and wholeness, a desire to

: return to 1ts roots. and ﬁnd peace. UItlmately, the plece is a reflection on the process of awakening, embracrng life’s flow, and trustmg that the soul will find
: : its way home. : ' :

Walton Musrc, Pubhsher ID: WW 1849
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Glory (f.rom Selma> 000000000000000000000000000000000000‘00000000000000000000000000’00000000000000000000000000000000000000OQQOOQOQOQarr Eugene Rogers
]ulms Bmmfzeld Sam Bamidele, Xae en Rol Ife, Nathan ]acob Kaleb Maxey, Devm Hayes Soloists; Aaron Conway, - Permsszon

50 "Glory, Wr1tten for the film Selma is an anthem that reﬂects the soul’s awakenrng in the face of struggle A the pursmt of i ]ust1ce The song celebrates the
resilience, strength and hope of those who fought for civil rights, capturing the endurrng spirit of a movement rooted in the belief that, desp1te hardsh1p and
resistance, justice and equality will ultrmately preva11 Its message of collective action and unwavering determination resonates with the theme of "The Soul
 Awakens" by h1ghhght1ng the transformative power of hope and unity. The soul awakens not only through personal reﬂect1on but also through the courage
to confront i injustice and ﬁght for a better future. The song proclarms, ‘One day, when the glory comes, it will be ours,” and calls us to recogn1ze the

- ongoing struggle for equality as a vital part of the awakening process—one that moves both the individual and the collective toward renewal and purpose.
-~ The historical significance of the Selma-to- Montgomery marches, which played 2 p1votal role in the passage of the Voting R1ghts Act of 1963, underscores 3
the power of collective action in awakemng a nation to the realities of racial i 1n]ust1ce and the need for systemic change The fight is sadly not over - in the
last decade alone, over IOO laws in have attempted to restrict Voter r1ghts by 2| Var1ety of means as changmg legal 1andacapes haye made domg SO possrble .

Mark Foster Pubhsher ID 35031 147



1. RENAISSANCE & REBIRTH
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"The Awakenmg 1S a powerful and evocative anthem that embodres the ultrmate moment of sp1r1tua1 and emetronal reb1rth The p1ece
begms with a hauntmg dream of a silent, desolate land, void of music, ]oy, and hfe—reﬂectmg the soul’s isolation and d1sconnect1on _
However the dream transforms INto a call to action: “Awake, awake! Soli deo olorial” This cry for awakenmg urges the soul to rise from
silence and embrace the vibrant power of music and praise. The second half of the piece is a jubilant celebration of renewa_l Where the
soul's transformamon is reahzed through song, unrty, and a renewed sense of purpose. In the context of "The Soul Awakens," this prece
represents the tr1urnphant mornent when the soul, once in darkness, emerges into hght finding purpose and | ]oy through the power of
| f musrc, love, and coHectrve pra1se Itisia remmder that, no matter how silent or still the soul may feel, there is always the potentral for 0
A awakenmg, for the sprrrt to rise, and for music to fill the emptrness w1th new hfe i : '

e & 'Shav_vr'lee P'ress', Publisher ID: 35001492 _|'_'UI.L PML Grade V_



The Wylie | Independent - School ' District, located . i southern Collin
County, is a rapidly growing school system. Tt serves over 19,100 students
from the City of Wylie and surrounding communities. Covering 4 I square
miles, the district comprises 20 campuses, including two 6A high schools,
one alternative high school, three junior high schools; three intermediate
schools, andeleven  elementary campuses. ~Additionally, construction has
begun on three additional campuses.

In Wylie ISD, engagement in the Tine Arts is considered crucial for the
educational development (of /students. Fine Arts education begins  in
Kindergarten |and continues 'through  the I2th grade. Certified music
specialists teach every student /in elementary school, while starting/from
sixth grade, students ‘can /choose from Art, Choir, Band, or Otrchestra.
Theatre Arts'is introduced as/an elective in the seventh grade. In‘grades 9-
12, /students have the opportunity to take courses in various Fine Arts
disciplines suchas| Band, Choir, Orchestra, Dance, Visual Art, and
Theatre,

Remarkably, over 68%! of students in grades 6-12 are involved in Fine
Arts \education; and all 8,800 students in grades K-5 receive Fine Arts
instruction, ‘This means that a total of 16,000 students; representing more
than 83%  of the entire student population in Wylie ISD, participate in
Fine Arts programs. The district prides. itself on nurturing and promoting
the arts, making Fine Arts a vibrant part of the Wylie ISD experience.
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Wrylie East High School boasts one of the largest and most
comprehensive choral programs in Texas and the United States. The
Wiylie East High School Choirs, led by Dr. Nathan Dame, Ashley Dame,
Andrew Carr, and Chloe Spellmann have expenenced remarkable growth
in recent vyears, with 420 students in thirteen ensembles. Their
achievements include superior ratings in local, regional, and state contests,
appearances at the Texas MEA and Southwestern ACDA conventions,
and designation as two-time National Winners in the National Choral
Honors Contest. Over the last eight years, the Raider Choirs have
received 28 UIL Sweepstakes awards, earned 254 chairs in the highly

competmve TMEA All-Region Choirs, and placed 19 singers in the
presﬂgmus Texas All-State Choirs. |

The Wylie East Choirs are committed to providing unique musical and
performance opportunities for students and shape experiences based on
their four collaborative value statements: We Owver Me, Be Inclusive, Be
Passionate, and Music is for Happiness. East Choirs collaborate with other
conductors, composers, and universities through concerts, the
commissioning of new works, and embark annually on choir tours to
offer life- changmg experiences that are open to all students in the choral
program.




Varsity Tenor-Bass Chorus 1s made up of 81 ninth through twelfth grade singers and
represent two of the four tenor-bass choirs on campus: A Cappella Choir and
Cantus. Students in Varsity Tenor-Bass Choir are well-rounded and active in both
the school and community. In addition to our four curricular choirs, our tenor-bass
program also includes the Varsity Blues, a student-led, extracurricular barbershop
ensemble.

Among this group are Solo & Ensemble award winners, All-Region & All-State Choir
members, individual and district champions in academics, athletics, and fine arts,
and participants in nearly every athletic event and organization on campus. [his
ensemble consistently receives the highest accolades for choral performance at
regional and state contests.



The tenor-bass choir program’ at” Wylie' East has experienced
rapid growth from approximately 25 singers eight years ago to
over 160 this school year. At East, we strive to bring the choral
singing expertence to any student wishing to join and offer four
curricular choirs and one extracurricular ensemble.’ The tenor-
bass experience begins with our non-auditioned Concert Tenot-
Bass for grades 9-12, followed by our Select/ Tenor-Bass Choir,
which generally enrells  advanced ninth and tenth graders. ~The
choir before you today comptises Cantus, our advanced tenor-
bass choir, along with the tenors and'basses from A Cappella
Choir, our advanced mixed choir, )/ All choirs are team-taught to
help students develop-as they navigate through the challenges of

the voice change.

The performance of the Varsity Tenor-Bass Chorus at the IMC

National Seminar marks the second consecutive year with ' a
convention performance’ for /the ensemble, having performed at

the 2024 SWACDA Convention in Denver, Colorado as an

invited choir last school year.
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WYLIE ISD LEADERSHIP TEAM

Dr. David Vinson, Superintendent
Dr. Kim Spicer, Deputy Superintendent
Mr. Scott Roderick, Assistant Superintendent, Finance / Operations
Casey Whittle, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources
Scott Winn, Assistant Superintendent for Student Services
Jessica Branch, Chief of Staff

Kyle Craighead, Executive Director of Athletics

Glenn Lambert, Executive Director of Fine Arts
April Cunningham, Executive Director of Communications
Tan Halperin, Executive Director of Community Relations

Chris Lamb, Chief Information Officer
Nathan Watson, Executive Director of Operations

Wrylie ISD develops exceptional individuals through character education, including the Wylie East Choir program. They

prioritize virtues, fostering students with moral character, musical excellence, and overall growth.
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Sandy Shelley, Private Vocal Coordinator
Reagan Bradshaw, Private Vocal Instructor
Hannah Kilpatrick, Private Vocal Instructor
Nick Powers; Private Vocal Instructor
Ryan Wisniewski, Private Vocal Instructor

Wylie TSN Board of Truifoes

Dr. Jacob Day, President
Stacie Smith, Vice-President
Kylie Reising, Secretary
Bill Howard
Suzt Kennon

Virdie Montgomery
Mike Williams




“GLORY IS FOUND IN UNITY"

“JUSTICE AND EQUALITY SHOULD
BE FOR ALL NOT JUST A FEW"

“IF ONE GROUP OF PEOPLE IS
SUFFERING, WE ARE ALL
PREVENTED FROM SEEING THE
GLORY"

“WE NEED EQUALITY FOR
_ ALLPEOPLE"

“IN A WORLD WHERE RACIAL
INJUSTICE IS COMMON, WE NEED
TO BE SINGING
THESE LYRICS”

“WRONGS OF THE PAST HAVE
_ IN'WAYS SUSTAINED TO THE
— PRESENT - WE CANNOT
IGNORE THEM"

REFLECTIONS ON

“GLORY IS A DECLARATION, A CALLTO ARMS TO UNITE AND

FROM THE

CELEBRATE THE PROGRESS MADE BY BLACK AMERICANS
WHILE ALSO ACKNOWLEDGING THERE IS WORK TO BE DONE"

“ITIS CRUEL TO TAKE AWAY A GROUP

OF PEOPLE’S RIGHTS - OUR GOALIS

TO BE RESPECTFUL OF EVERYBODY”
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“TO ACCOMPLISH GLORY, WE HAVE TO
UNITE AS PEOPLE"

T Bisiz
“GLORY”’

“THERE IS STRENGTH IN DIVERSITY"

“WE ARE STRONGER WHEN WE WORK
TOGETHER"

“WE MUST ALWAYS LOOK FOR
WHO IS BEING PERSECUTED AND
DO WHAT IS RIGHT"

“EVERYONE HAS A RIGHT TO THE JUSTICE
THAT IS DUE THEM"

“EVERYONE DESERVES
- RESPECT”

“THE FIGHT IS NEVER TRULY OVER
UNTILTHE SYSTEM IS FuLw
RECONSTRUCTED"

~ “WEALL HAVE SOMETHING .
VALUABLE TO CONTRIBUTE IN THE
FIGHT TO OVERCOME A PEOPLE'S

PERSECUTION"







RAIDER AREA CHORAL FACU LTY €r ELEMENTARY Mu5|c STAFF |

| Each of ot hrgh school drrectors 1s fortunate to assist at our feeder campuses regularly They hold 7 i
~ firm mindset that their h1gh school cho1rs are only as strong as the junior high, ntermediate, e
5 elementary programs that comprise their Vertrcal team. Our directors and students would like to show
sincere grat1tude to our colleagues for all of their efforts in bu1ld1ng foundatmns for musical excellence
s from a young age.. '

- Dr. Nathan Dame, Ashle Dame, Andrew Carr, Chloe Speﬂmann, Wyhe East I—hgh School
= B Lrndsay Barnes & Samuel Benavidez, Burnett Junior Hrgh e o
Daryl Jackson & Kassidy Kramer, McMillan Junior High =~
- Brent Barnes & Chloe Speﬂmann, Harrison Intermed1ate i
 Ryan Seckins, Davis Intermediate
Suzanne Vogt, Akin Elementary
~ Deanna Aaron, Birmingham Elementary =
Sara Rond & Marisol Santana, Bush Elementary
Kristin Hayes, Cox Elementary
Erm Parker- Atkins, Hartman Elementary e
Amy Burnsrde & ]eana Crews, Watkms Elementary



g The Wyhe East Vars1ty Treble Choir and their director, Mrs. Ashley Dame, for your support and- :

ACKNOWLE‘DGMENTS B

Ra1der Area Cho1r Boester Club Executrve Board 5
Wyhe East High School Choir Parents & Students 1

Qur families for their love and support throughout this i ]ourney

. sacrifices as have put together this program
Mrs T1ffan Doolan, for her pro-arts vision and 1eadersh1p of WEI—IS

Mr Clian Lambert for his unwavermg support of choral music in Wylie ISD

Dr David Vinson, for champronmg kids in every actrvrty in which they are myc_)lved
o s hedeoacy of Vars1ty Tenor-Bass Choirs that our alumni have built

i Mr. Mark & Dr. Vicki Baker, for their unparalleled friendship and love

Our outstandmg choral mentors and friends, Drs. John Paul ]ohnson, Debra Hedden,
| -  Janet Galyan, and Derrick Fox | A
. Sara Rond & Cath Koziatek, for your heartfelt contributions to our choral program e

Trrsten Rouse, for his creative photography and drone operatron skrﬂs
| ~ Dr. David Howard and the IMC Executive Board

Dr. WrH Chandler McNeese State. Un1vers1ty 86 Dr. Marques Garrett UNT Chmcrans s |
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THE WYLIE EAST CHOIR PROGRAM EPITOMIZES AN UNWAVERING -
DEDICATION AND A STEADFAST COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY, INCLUSION,
AND REPRESENTATION. THE DIRECTORS AND STUDENTS WORK TO
FOSTER AN INCLUSIVE AND SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT, BRINGING
TOGETHER PERFORMERS FROM DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS
WHO SHARE A LOVE FOR MUSIC. f

- VALUING INCLUSIVITY THE PROGRAM FOSTERS AN ATMOSPHERE
WHERE EVERY INDIVIDUAL FEELS RESPECTED AND EMPOWERED TO
EXPRESS THEIR AUTHENTIC SELVES. ADDITIONALLY, THEY PROMOTE
REPRESENTATION BY INCORPORATING MUSIC FROM DIFFERENT
CULTURES AND GENRES, GIVING STUDENTS A VIBRANT EXPOSURE TO
' GLOBAL MUSICAL TRADITIONS.




, .

. As we reach the end of th1s ]ourney, i hope you can take a second to sit back and enjoy the sunrise. The V1ew o the top of the

- mountain is un1mag1nable, isn't it You have truly transformed this year, not just as a choir, but as people ]ust as a soul awakens
:through reﬂectron, growth, and renewal, so too have each of you transformed through your ded1cat1on, challenges, and tr1umphs
The music we've shared has not only been a celebratron of what we've achieved together, but also a reminder of the boundless
i potentral within each of you, Wa1t1ng to be awakened When we first began this year, not long after closrng last year’s chapter of ~
our Summrt SWACDA journey, the road ahead may have seemed uncertain espec1ally W1th SO many new Vo1ces in this Varsity
Tenor-Bass Chorus, but you embraced every step with open hearts and a. W1ll1ngness to grow The music and memorres we have
‘made together has brought us closer to a deeper understandrng of who we are as individuals, as a choir, and as a communrty You.
have challenged yourselves and others to look deep within and to allow your soul to awaken through the music we have created

_ together. Together, you have found strengt_h, your voice, and a greater purpose. Remember that the | journey of awakening never
ends. Each experience,' challenge, and step forward 1s a new opportunity' for the soul to awaken in new .Ways The music, the
lessons, and the courage you've shown will continue to gurde you long after we leave this stage. Know that you have awakened
_ somethrng powerful within yourselves—and that power erl take you far. Keep srngrng, keep grow1ng, and continue to awaken the
B world around you.. - : ' |

I”

LET Mu5|c LIVE
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